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The Star-Spangled Banner
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Take a close look at the American national flag above, the
Star-Spangled Banner. It is sometimes called the Stars and
Stripes, too. The number of stripes, thirteen, shows the initial
number of states of the United States of America. Thirteen
British colonies on the present American east coast declared
independence from Great Britain in 1776 and officially became
independent in 1783. The number of stars, fifty, shows the
current number of states. In the 19" century, twenty-nine
territories became official states with expansion of the U.S.
land mass and sharp population increase. As the number of
new states increased, so did the number of stars on the
national flag.

In July 1960, the current banner was updated as it is now
when Hawaii joined the United States of America as an official
state in August 1959. Although America acquired the Hawaiian
Islands back in 1898, the Islands remained a territory for more
than half a century. While the number of 13 stripes in the flag
remains the same, the number of stars could be subject to
change depending on the future statehood of the other U.S.
territories, such as Guam and Puerto Rico.

The Star-Spangled Banner is also the title of the U.S.
national anthem. In the early 1810s, America fought the War
of 1812 against Great Britain. Francis Scott Key, a Washington
lawyer, was on a vessel near U.S. Fort McHenry near
Washington D.C. amid the war in 1814. The British soldiers
bombarded the fort throughout the night to no avail. Seeing
the American national flag still in place at dawn flying over the
fort, Mr. Key was inspired to write a poem on the back of an
envelope, which would later become the national anthem.
Winning the war, America made its independence much more
solid.

The anthem is played or sung at various occasions, such as
presidential inaugurations and major sporting events like the
Super Bowl and the World Series, to name a few. It is a moment
of displaying faith and patriotism to the nation.
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Listening Comprehension @

Choose the correct answer about the passage.

1A
B
C
D
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America officially became independent.
America declared independence.
No, it was in 1776.

Twenty-nine territories became official states.

a captain of a boat

a lawyer

a soldier

on the back of an envelope

Twenty-nine stars were newly added.

simply because of a population increase in America

Because American land was expanded and its population increased.
in the early 1810s

Hawaii is not a U.S. territory, but a state.

Great Britain won the 1812 war.

Mr. Key was glad to see the flag still flying over the fort.
Guam is not a U.S. state.

Additional Listening Practice @O
Choose the best response to the question or statement.
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1 COROHEH., BIERIZWE L72h, [at, last, were, Sunday, you, home]

2 VEYTDTF—T VDO TFIZ2IEDHHNE T,
[two, room, under, in, are, the living, cats, there, table, the]

3 BELIIBEAEVT VR EYHOEHIZTZTE TR,

[is, hungry, not, we, but, ready, dinner, yet, are]
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A word or phrase is missing in each of the sentences below. Select the best answer to

complete the sentence.
1 The bigboxwas  for me to move and I needed someone to help me move it.
A too heavy B too heavily C soheavy D such heavy
2 When I entered my daughter’s room, she was ___ to the radio in her bed.
A tolisten B being listened C to be listening D listening

3 My father often  me with my English homework when I was a freshman in
high school.
A helps B has assisted C helped D had assisted
4 Two of us have known  over twenty years. We were roommates in the college
dorm.
A with each other B eachother C toeachother D by each other
5 It will take some time to cause damage for sanctions _ on Russian by America

and its allies.
A imposed B has imposed C were imposed D imposing
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Fill in the blanks.
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[A : customs inspector B : traveler]

A
B
A
B
A
B
A

: May I see your passport?

: What's the purpose of your visit?

. Sightseeing.

: How long are you going to stay?

. Fine.
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