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Step 1. Circle T if the sentence is true, F if it is false.
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Supreme Court to Allow
Online Retailing of Drugs

News | Q. EaEHIREDRY MEFEICEDISFHRETUIEDOTLLOIN?
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1. exceed 2. authority
3. preside 4. ruling
5. retail 6. regulation
7. lawsuit 8. subsidiary
9. amended 10. relevant
11. provision 12. issue
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KN Z5TACT. Step 1, Step2, Step 3 DERIIC. HEDIRICHEOTEAFLLS, B
NZSOHIIC. Step 1, Step2, Step 3 DERICBEELTHEEL LD,

The Supreme Court struck down a health ministry ordinance banning the online
sale of most over-the-counter drugs on Jan. 11, saying it exceeded the authority of
the Pharmaceutical Affairs Law.

The Supreme Court’s Second Petty Bench, with Justice Yukio Takeuchi presiding,
rejected a government appeal of the case and finalized a Tokyo High Court ruling of
April 2012 that approved the right of two business operators to sell drugs online.

The ruling virtually scrapped any ban on online drug retailing as long as the
operator has pharmacists on hand to provide information to customers.

The ruling, however, stopped short of rejecting the possibility of future regulations
that may take other forms. Many officials have cited safety concerns and remain
opposed to total deregulation of online drug retailing.

Later on Jan. 11, the health ministry said it will consult “business operators
concerned” about setting up new rules.

The original lawsuit was filed by Kenko.com Inc., a Tokyo-based subsidiary of
major online retailer Rakuten Inc., and Wellnet, a Yokohama-based operator. They
sold drugs online before the health ministry ordinance banned such practices.

An amended Pharmaceutical Affairs Law, which took total effect in June 2009,
classifies over-the-counter drugs into three categories according to the risk levels of
their side effects. The law says high-risk drugs should be sold only if pharmacists are
available to provide relevant information to customers, but no provision in the law
bans online retailing explicitly.

However, the health ministry issued an ordinance, which took effect at the same
time, imposing a flat ban on the online retailing of high-risk “category I’ drugs, which
includes stomach and hair medicines, and intermediate-risk “category II” drugs, such
as cold medicines and Chinese medicines.

The Supreme Court said those regulations significantly restrict freedom of
professional activity, which is guaranteed under the Constitution, and concluded
that nothing in the Pharmaceutical Affairs Law itself or the legislative processes that
created it can be seen as granting the ministry the authority to institute such a ban.

(330 words)
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struck down a health ministry ordinance banning [ ~% 25U 7-JE4:5 @44 % a2 L7
over-the-counter drugs [Tl (JE¥E) 3]

Pharmaceutical Affairs Law [ 385 |
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total deregulation [ &THRY 72 HHIHEE (FEY) |

imposing a flatbanon [~%—#H22E 1 7-]

granting the ministry the authority to [JE%41C~$5HERZ 5.2 2]
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Step 1. Circle T if the sentence is true, F if it is false.

1. The Supreme Court has voted to disallow the online sale of drugs. [T/F]

2. The government appealed the Tokyo High Court’s decision to allow
the online sale of drugs. [T/F]

3. The Supreme Court approved a previous ruling by the Tokyo High
Court to allow the online sale of drugs. [T/F]

4. Many officials remain opposed to the total deregulation of online drug
retailing. [T/F]

5. According to the article, Kenko.com Inc. is a subsidiary of Sony Inc.
and Toshiba Inc. [T/F]

6. The 2009 amended Pharmaceuticals Affair Law explicitly includes a

provision banning the online retailing of drugs. [T/F]

Step 2. Choose the best answer.

1. When did the Supreme Court announce its ruling about the online sale of drugs?
A.inJune of 200  B.January11  C.Aprilof 2012 D.May9

2. Relating to (1), who was the acting judge when the Supreme Court’s Second
Petty Bench made their decision?
A.Tokugawa Ieyasu B.Shinzo Abe C.Yukio Takeuchi D.Makiko Tanaka
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3. When did the Tokyo High Court make its ruling to allow two business operators
to sell drugs online?

A.inJune of 2009 B.January 11  C.Aprilof 2012 D. May9

4. Which company filed the original suit opposing the health ministry ban of the
online retailing of drugs?
A. Kenko.com Inc. B. Pharmaceuticals Inc.
C. Happy.com Inc. D. unknown

5. Where is Kenko.com based?

A. Yokohama B. Tokyo C. Kyoto D. Osaka
6. What did the Health Ministry’s 2009 ban cover?

A. only high risk drugs B. low cost pharmaceuticals

C. all category 1 and 2 drugs D. imported drugs

Step 3. Write answers in English to these questions.

1. Why did the Supreme Court strike down a health ministry ordinance banning
the online sale of most over-the-counter drugs?

2. Why do many officials remain opposed to the total deregulation of online drug
retailing?

3. Since June of 2009, how are over-the-counter drugs classified?

4. Briefly define what is meant by the terms “category 1” and “category II” drugs,
and provide a few examples of each.
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5. According to the 2009 amended Pharmaceuticals Affair Law, what is the only
way that high-risk drugs can be sold to the public?

Useful Expressions )

AXRICBIBULERENY. RIRZEBELEL LS,

1. have ~ on hand

The ruling virtually scrapped any ban on online drug retailing as long as the
operator has pharmacists on hand to provide information to customers.

(REHD, BEIERE R T27200RAMZRET 20X 03, FHFTOH M
3 FEoAy MEGEDEE LR, EEMIITHBELE L)
2. remain opposed to ~

Many officials have cited safety concerns and remain opposed to total deregulation
of online drug retailing.

(ZLDYFHIE, ZEUNOBEETIEAEVICHLEL, LT oty MiGE
DA BHIWBE I L 72 FFTH)
3.classify ~into

An amended Pharmaceutical Affairs Law, which took total effect in June 2009,
classifies over-the-counter drugs into three categories according to the risk levels of
their side effects.

(2009 4 6 HIZse &FEMIC R >/ BIEEF L, BWEHOBRL NVIZGL T, JE
SHRGEDOFEE 3 OO (A 73 —) IZELTWETS,)
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Voyager 1 Probe
Leaving Solar System, Reaches
‘IMagnetic Highway’ Exit

News | Q. REERNAIv—[E. LolcVLWFEHOECETIRETDDTLLIH?
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FTEDNTLDEKRZ. TORDSEUEL& S,

1. interstellar 2. launch

3. phenomenon 4. particle

5. explosion 6. cosmic

7. layer 8. boundary

9. sphere 10. strengthen

11. stabilize 12. detection
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R Z5RAT. Step 1, Step2, Step 3 DERIIC. HEBDIETRICH-OTEZIFLLD. B
XZFUHEIIC. Step 1, Step2, Step 3 DERIICEHZEBLTHEFLLS.

SAN FRANCISCO (Reutersy—NASA’s long-lived Voyager 1 spacecraft, which
is heading out of the solar system, has reached a “magnetic highway” leading to
interstellar space, scientists said Dec. 3.

The probe, launched 35 years ago to study the outer planets, is now about 18 billion
kilometers from Earth. At that distance, it takes radio signals traveling at the speed
of light 17 hours to reach Earth. Voyager 1 will be the first man-made object to leave
the solar system.

Scientists believe Voyager 1 is in an area where the magnetic field lines from the sun
are connecting with magnetic field lines from interstellar space. The phenomenon is
causing highly energetic particles from distant supernova explosions and other cosmic
events to zoom inside the solar system, while less-energetic solar particles exit.

“It’s like a highway, letting particles in and out,” lead Voyager scientist Ed Stone
told reporters at an American Geophysical Union conference in San Francisco.

Scientists don’t know how long it will take for the probe to cross the so-called
“magnetic highway,” but they believe it is the last layer of a complex boundary between
the region of space under the sun’s influence and interstellar space.

“Our best guess isit’s likely just a few months to a couple years away,” Stone said.

Voyager 1 hit the outer sphere of the solar system, a region called the heliosphere,
in 2004 and passed into the heliosheath, where the supersonic stream of particles
from the sun — the so-called “solar wind” — slowed down and became turbulent.

That phase of the journey lasted for 5.5 years. Then the solar wind stopped moving
and the magnetic field strengthened.

Based on an instrument that measures charged particles, Voyager entered the
magnetic highway on July 28, 2012. The region was in flux for about a month and
stabilized Aug. 25.

Each time Voyager re-entered the highway, the magnetic field strengthened, but its
direction remained unchanged. Scientists believe the direction of the magnetic field
lines will shift when the probe finally enters interstellar space.

Other clues that Voyager has reached interstellar space could be the detection of
low-energy cosmic rays and a dramatic tapering of the number of solar particles,
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Stone said.
Voyager 1 and a sister spacecraft, Voyager 2, were launched 16 days apart in 1977
for the first flybys of Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune.
(392 words)

Voyager 1 probe (AHHL25) [ CRALZEFHRD) EAREHFEERRI D v—1 5]
NSAS [PREfiZ2254H)7 | (the National Aeronautics and Space Administration)

solar system [ KF% ] interstellar space [1H 2 [z
outer planets [#L2&% | KBRTHIROIMINCH 2 RE (KELE) oI,
magnetic field lines [ )% | supernova [HEHE |

heliosphere [KFHBE. ~UAZ71 7] % solar wind OREFA. 772X~ KBAhSOREHL
b FREL A %A ) A HPAOZEMZ RS,
heliosheath [~V o —Z | KA EO KRB E & 2P E L 2SR S 4 ) 568,

supersonic [#83 50 turbulent [ (B, #%EA) Fhb)
flux [HizHRVEL, AN%E] cosmicrays [FHi#
tapering [REEITWATHI L] Uranus [KEE | Neptune [#T 2 |
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Step 1. Circle T if the sentence is true, F if it is false

1. Voyager 1 will be the first man-made object to leave the solar system. [T/F]

2. Radio signals (traveling at the speed of light) from Voyager 1 can reach
the earth in minutes. [T/F]

3. Scientists estimate that it will take the Voyager 1 probe at least a decade
to cross the “magnetic highway”. [T/F]

4. Scientists hypothesize that the “magnetic highway” is the last layer
of a complex boundary between the region of space under the sun’s
influence and interstellar space. [T/F]

5. Voyager 1 landed briefly on Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune. [T/F]

6. Voyager 1 has a sister spacecraft called Voyager 2. [T/F]
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Step 2. Choose the best answer.

1. When was the Voyager 1 probe launched?
A. last year B. in 1977 C.in 2004 D. 5.5 years ago

2. Currently, how far away is Voyager 2 from earth?
A. 8 million kilometers B. 1 billion kilometers
C. 18 billion kilometers D. unknown

3. What have scientists called the current location of the Voyager 1 probe?
A. the magnetic highway B. the solar system
C. Mars D. Lyra

4. What is the region at the outer sphere of the solar system called?
A. the magnetic highway B. heliosphere
C. heliosheath D. supernova

5. Relating to (4), when did the Voyager 1 probe reach this area?
A.in 2012 B. in 2008 C. in 2004 D. in 2000

6. How many days apart were Voyager 1 and Voyager 2 launched?
A. 35 B.5.5 C. 17 D. 16

Step 3. Write answers in English to these questions.

1. Why was the Voyager 1 probe launched?

2. Concerning magnetic field lines and their activities, what type of area is Voyager
1 currently in?
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3. Relating to (2), why have scientists dubbed this location as the “magnetic highway”?

4. Describe what happened when Voyager 1 passed through the heliosheath phase
of its journey?

5. How will scientists be able to tell when Voyager 1 reaches interstellar space?

i o
Useful Expressions )
ANXHRICEBUREERENY. RREERLELLS.

1. bein an area where ~

Scientists believe Voyager 1 is in an area where the magnetic field lines from the sun
are connecting with magnetic field lines from interstellar space.

FFZ72BIE, FATVY— 1513 KBh O ORI AYE R Z2H 25 OB RE
DRASTVBIIBUIV B EELTVET)
2. know how long it will take ~

Scientists don’t know how long it will take for the probe to cross the so-called
“magnetic highway”.

(BHEET-BIE, AR, WbWa [V —k] 2ELDIC, EDLSWERAS
MPHEODEANFEAL)
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3. each time ~

Each time Voyager re-entered the highway, the magnetic field strengthened, but its
direction remained unchanged.

(RATx— 125, ZON—MIBEATL-OTEI, BBITHd a0 FE L2, L L,
ZOHIL. EborWEFTLE.)
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