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CHAPTER / Paul Auster
Moon Palace (I)

=Nl Paul Auster(1947-)

Rl F A7 —lFma—Vr—V—MN=a2—7—
IDATXRTA) AN BURT A AL RET
BNRAMET—VERD—No 12 RORHI, L5
DS TRV —RDORZFGRARILD . SCAIZHLR
ZHD, AUXETRFERFBE T 2 F R TAT
U4 FAIERE 5 5 L RO L T — Moon Palace
RELT XY 7472 aryWAT NGO WEE
HEEDIIELTWD, REMEL [Z2—3—7
3EME) EEbs, [ ADH] (City of Glass,
1985). [MSE7-%] (Ghosts, 1986). [#EDDH 72
)2 ] (The Locked Room, 1986) %2, [V /34 7 5
~] (Leviathan, 1992), [%> v br3—2] (Sunset
Park, 2010), [4321] (2017) 7z &, WL 2 & BBk
BHO, [ -ty %79y ] (Luluon the
Bridge, 1998) (0% A% & L 7=1E o

Moon Palace (1989)

[2—2 XLR] aurE7REOFREVT S 74v 703, BFEVHVE-L, +
YIIWR=T THR—LVAZTLEHEETEDL LD, BROY r~—, HEAZEF
FA— - T—=IZBFSN D, TUWNARELTIRA T4 eV BRGTOENDT
THAARDHF R IED L, TORWHRENTNVIICHSOFEGEE TR R X
BA5 FOHTH, IR 7288, mEHE R L. FbEr&Bv, ZOk,
RIS Y 2) T v oN—N—=) TTER 2L WIHIELD Va2 T5H, TT74 T DI,
WDBEMIBEDI2DIZEF VY BEV LA TAHH, BRI, A~ vaohkrI)—Ly
TOBRIZH 572D, IIVIADKXTHY) ., T74 X TIIHLIZEM B, Wikt
BT - RE3MCITHY), HEDEF=2—IF— 220, AV TAV=TIZETRR
TR ->T WD,

REEIAVEOBIHIR #AEIZT A1) A 1960 £ (K JFE X 271 —id [=2—-
TJar54 7] LRRL7) Cowaanre 7 REOFEL LT a—a -7, %y
F U TELLIRDIREDZETH b,




8

1

CHECK THE VOCABULARY

1) dwindle . e
2) dormitory * °

(a) become smaller or less gradually

3) generous ¢ * (c¢) with no furniture in a room

4) persuade ~ © ° them reasons

5) unfurnished * -
6) afford o .

(e ) make things into a neat pile

L] L]
7) S 1S necessary

8) stack * * (h) sad and serious

9) resemble o .

10) somber *e something

(b) look like or similar to someone or something

(d) make someone decide to do something by giving

(f) large building at a college where students live
(g) showing readiness to give more of something than

(i) change something into a different form
(i) have enough money to buy something or to do

eading

It was the summer that men first walked on the moon.

I was very young back then, but I did not believe there
would ever be a future. I wanted to live dangerously,
to push myself as far as I could go, and then see what

s happened to me when I got there. As it turned out, I nearly
did not make it. Little by little, I saw my money dwindle to
zero; I lost my apartment; I wound up living in the streets.
If not for a girl named Kitty Wu, I probably would have
starved to death. I had met her by chance only a short
10 time before, but eventually I came to see that chance as
a form of readiness, a way of saving myself through the
minds of others. That was the first part. From then on,
strange things happened to me. I took the job with the
old man in the wheelchair. I found out who my father
15 was. [ walked across the desert from Utah to California.
That was a long time ago, of course, but I remember those
days well, I remember them as the beginning of my life.

I came to New York in the fall of 1965. I was eighteen
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years old then, and for the first nine months I lived in a
college dormitory. All out-of-town freshmen at Columbia
were required to live on campus, but once the term was
over I moved into an apartment on West 112th Street.
s That was where I lived for the next three years, right up
to the moment when I finally hit bottom. Considering
the odds against me, it was a miracle I lasted as long as
I did.
I'lived in that apartment with over a thousand books.
10 They had originally belonged to my Uncle Victor, and he
had collected them slowly over the course of about thirty
years. Just before I went off to college, he impulsively
offered them to me as a going-away present. I did my
best to refuse, but Uncle Victor was a sentimental and
15 generous man, and he would not let me turn him down.
“I have no money to give you,” he said, “and not one
word of advice. Take the books to make me happy.” I
took the books, but for the next year and a half I did not
open any of the boxes they were stored in. My plan was
20 to persuade my uncle to take the books back, and in the
meantime I did not want anything to happen to them.
As it turned out, the boxes were quite useful to me in
that state. The apartment on 112th Street was unfurnished,
and rather than squander my funds on things I did not
»s want and could not afford, I converted the boxes into
several pieces of “imaginary furniture.” It was a little like
working on a puzzle: grouping the cartons into various
modular configurations, lining them up in rows, stacking
them one on top of another, arranging and rearranging
30 them until they finally began to resemble household objects.
One set of sixteen served as the support for my mattress,
another set of twelve became a table, others of seven
became chairs, another of two became a bedstand, and
so on. The overall effect was rather monochromatic, what
3s with that somber light brown everywhere you looked, but
I could not help feeling proud of my resourcefulness.
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TRUE OR FALSE

1. Marco was so poor that he became homeless (TorF)

2. All freshmen at Columbia University, except for students
who live in New York City, must live in the dormitory (TorF)

3. Marco found out that the old man in the wheelchair was his
father. (TorF)

4. Marco was so happy when Uncle Victor offered many of his
books to him. (TorF)

5. Because Marco loved reading books, he immediately began
to read the books Uncle Victor had given him. (TorF)

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. What kind of future did Marco think about?
a) He thought his future was bright, because he was very young.
b) He did not think there would be a future.
¢) He thought his future would be dangerous.
d) He had no idea what would happen to him.

2. Who saved Marco who was starving to death?
a) Uncle Victor did.
b) Kitty Wu did.
¢) The old man in the wheelchair did.
d) His father did.

3. When did Marco move from the dormitory to the off-campus apartment?
a) When he took a job with the old man in the wheelchair.
b) In the fall of 1965.
¢) When the first term was over.
d) Three years later.

4. How did Marco respond when Uncle Victor offered a lot of books to him?
a) He thought they would be useful.
b) He was so generous as to accept them all.

10 Let’s Learn English from American Literature Il
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¢) He refused them.
d) He persuaded him to take them back.

5. How did Marco use the boxes of books?
a) He began to read them one by one.
b) He used them as mattresses.
¢) He used them as a puzzle.
d) He used them as several pieces of “furniture.”

GRAMMAR

1. Asit( ) out, the boxes were quite useful to me in that state.
a) came b) found ¢) turned d) knew

2. From then (), strange things happened to me
a) on b) by c) over d) in

3. If not for a girl named Kitty Wu, I probably ( ) to death.
a) starved b) will starve  ¢) will have starved

d) would have starved

4. I had met her () chance only a short time before.
a) on b) by ¢)in d) at

5. My plan was to persuade my uncle ( ) the books back.
a) take b) to take c) aking d) dotaken

6. I could not help () proud of my resourcefulness.
a) feel b) to feel ¢) feeling d) felt

AGREE OR DISAGREE?
1. AlAEEOHKRFIL, < VIDANEDRNRK L, BiVusichoTw5b,

2. o apETRIEEL AT L 2WESNIHCHIRIN TIESH 578, T ANED
HES 2 WHSNDIIEEFE R %0

3. a7z SADREREORD VI TH DI, AOHEZEHT D434 %
(272N E V) KL OHNTH B
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