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Preface

This textbook is intended to help students understand colloquial English

Aim

through the medium of a TV cartoon, Courage the Cowardly Dog. Although
focussed on receptive competence (i.e. listening and reading), attention is given

also to encouraging the use of English in relevant contexts.

Structure

Each unit 1s divided into four sections: ‘Before You Watch’, “While You
Watch’, ‘Review’, and ‘After You Watch’. ‘Before You Watch’ establishes the
language theme of the episode. ‘While You Watch’ focuses on the language
used and helps understanding of the episode. The questions are intended for
extracting key information and understanding the dialogue and the dramatic
quality of the episode. The aural and grammatical aspects of the language, in
particular such items as pronunciation, stress pattern, and the use of tense, are
also included here for expanding practical knowledge of English. Active think-
ing is also encouraged with a view to students speaking or writing English at a
later stage. The ‘Review’ looks at the story line of the entire episode. Some
critical, analytical questions are also included and these are suited especially for
students interested in literature. ‘After You Watch’ helps apply the language
learnt to a new situation. There are a few questions that will require some
advanced knowledge of English and these are marked with ‘t’.

How to use

This book may be used as a main textbook or as supplementary material for
any English course (even as a resource book for self-study.) Each episode runs
for about 10-11 minutes, and each unit will require 1-2 sessions of teaching. It
may be useful to advise students to work at home, with dictionaries at hand, on
the ‘Before You Watch’ section. “‘While You Watch’ is primarily for classroom
teaching and discussion. Each episode is divided into three sections, and each
section should be shown separately. Students are strongly advised to concen-
trate on viewing and to try to understand the situation verbally and contextu-
ally. Working on the questions, while watching, is not always advisable. For

further reference a manual is available in Japanese.
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The Main Characters I

Courage

Muriel Bagge

Courage, Muriel, and Eustace live in the middle of Nowhere, Kansas, US.
Eustace runs a farm, and owns a pick-up truck and a windmill. Muriel, his
wife, 1s a housewife. Ethnically she is Indian, and originally she is from Scot-
land, UK. Her best friend is the dog, Courage, the hero of this story.

xi
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Other characters include

The Punk Kid The Computer Katz

The Punk Kid is a Chinese American, who often appears driving a red sports
car at breakneck speed.

Now and again Courage turns to the Computer for information and advice,

though the Computer isn’t very forthcoming with help.

Katz is of course a cat, the arch enemy of the dog. He is also an educated,

upper-middle class Englishman.
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Wonderful, Adorable, Lovable

o e o

Before You Watcﬂ

1. Separate these adjectives into positive and negative.

nice adorable POSITIVE NEGATIVE
rotten lovable

stupid naughty

precious terrible

wonderful  wet

2. Which of the following words would you use to describe a new-born
duckling? Tick (V) them.

() lovely () fluffy () noisy () small
() good-looking ( ) muddy () squeaky () soft
( )ugly () bony () cheeky () hungry

Now get into pairs. Tell your partner what your duckling is like, using the

words you’ve chosen.

Example: ugly [ small [ noisy
I've got a duckling. It’s small, ugly, and very noisy!

LWhile You Watch
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Section One: Time for breakfast!
[up to Eustace: Stupid dog! |

1. Watch section one and complete the sentences. Tick ( V ) the cor-

rect box.

a) Courage finds eggs on the farm. He
[ ] sniffs at them. [ ] licks them.

b) Courage brings one of them back home
[] to cook it for Eustace.
[] to help it hatch.

¢) Eustace blames Courage
[] for bringing him a rotten egg.
[] for stealing his breakfast.

d) The duckling bashes Courage in the leg with a boot
[[] because he doesn’t like dogs. [ ] because Courage has annoyed Eustace.

e) Muriel adores the duckling, and Courage
[ ] growls at him. [ ] wags his tail.

Now watch again and check.

2. Who says it? Write E (Eustace), M (Muriel), or D (Duckling).
a) Just in time for breakfast.
b) Stupid dog!
¢) Mamal!
d) Oh, you precious, wonderful, adorable,
loveable duckling.
e) That's what I call service.

f) He’s my pal.

Now watch again. Were you right?

Section Two: Bath time!
[up to Courage: . . . duckling really has to go!]

1. Watch section two and answer the questions. Tick ( V ) the best

option.

a) What has Courage got on his head?
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[ ] A teacup. [ ] A rice bowl.

b) Why does he go and see Muriel in the kitchen?
[] He wants her sympathy. [ ] He wants to play with her.

c) How does he tell Muriel that the duckling has been mischievous?
[] By pointing at the duckling. [ ] By showing a picture of the duckling.

d) Why does Muriel say, ‘Oh, no, Courage, not that precious, wonderful,
adorable, loveable duckling’?
[] Because she can’t believe Courage.

[] Because she can’t trust the duckling.

e¢) What does the duckling carry upstairs?

[ ] A sack of clay.
[ ] A sack of cement.

f) What does Muriel say to Eustace when she is in the bath?
[ ] Oh, how dare you! [ ] Oh, how dear you!

g) How does the duckling behave towards Muriel?
[ ] In a friendly way. [] In a naughty way.

h) What does Courage think should happen now?
[] He should leave the house. [] The duckling should go.

Now watch again and check.

. Complete the dialogue. Use these words.

adorable, loveable, make him an exception,

precious, really, typically, wet, wonderful

a) Courage: ............. [ like ducks. But in
this a9 ' sovissnen  svwsvum s

b) Eustace: Look what you did now. Now
YOU'TE vivviinnnens . Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha.

c) Courage: Now that ............ .. —

Now watch again and check.
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Section Three: Mama!!
[to the end of the episode]

1. Match the sentences. Each pair has to have the same rhythm. The
rhythm is indicated with circles, with bigger circles showing stressed

R

syllables.

Oh, butter. Get away from HIM.
Let me go. Terrible, terrible. Oh, help, help.

a) Isn’t that nice? O O O

b) Oh, syrup. O O o

¢) Naughty, naughty duck. O 0 O 0 O
d) Stupid dog. O 0 O

e) Aren’t you adorable? O o0 O oo

Listen to section three (without the picture).
Were you right?

2. Now watch section three. Complete the dialogue, using these words.
You will need to use one of them twice.

adorable, loveable, naughty, precious, terrible, wonderful

a) Muriel: Well, isn’t that nice? I’ll make us
another batch. Well, aren’t you ...........7

b) Muriel: Very ................. , naughty duck-
ling. Help, please. Please, let me go.
Oh, terrible, ............. duckling, let me
go. Oh, help, Courage.

c) Muriel: | guess he wasn’tsucha................

duckling.

Review

1. Put these events from the episode in the correct order to tell the

story.
(] A duckling is born.
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[ ] Courage gets a teacup on his head.

[ ] Courage brings back a strange egg to give it a nice home.
[ ] Muriel is served with tea and pancakes.

[ ] Eustace starts cooking an egg.

(] Eustace munches sandwiches and slurps tea.

[ ] The duckling pours cement into Muriel’s bath.

[ ] The duckling and Eustace go to the moon.

(] The duckling decides Eustace is his mother.

] Courage gets cemented over.

Now watch the whole episode and check.

2. What do you think? Match each sentence with roughly the same

meaning below.

Eustace despises Courage. Muriel is incredulous. Courage 1s determined.
The duckling was not adorable. Muriel adores the duckling.
The duckling is quite happy with the way things have turned out.

e)

Muriel: Oh, you precious, wonderful, adorable, loveable duckling.

Eustace: Stupid dog!

Muriel: Oh, no! Courage, not that precious, wonderful, adorable, loveable
duckling.

Courage: Now that precious, wonderful, ador-
able, loveable duckling really has to go!

Muriel: I guess he wasn’t such a precious,
wonderful, adorable, loveable duckling.

Duckling: This didn’t work out so badly
after all, did 1t?

After You Watch l

t1. How would you describe Courage, Muriel, and Eustace? Discuss

your answer with your partner. Use as many adjectives as you can
think of.

Courage:

Muriel:

Eustace:
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2. Complete the dialogue. Use these words.

Paul:
Jenny:
Paul:

Jenny:

Paul:
Jenny:

H#EFOEE (F0 1) [HBELTHLI ]

COFDHLIZVERENTELOTIE [T ELDOT]| &) EEE (Hans
Christian Andersen’s story of the ‘Ugly Duckling’ [1835]) & id&{ £4 b0, %k»
L~ EVWTFLEL, BCRVWEITRLNVIT. AL, BWIZR
T2 DEBRIALLBVRALDEVILTBEOFNT, B EVE20T5
4 7%z \» Eustace (2/2 ¢ L, Eustace DT % & 5 Muriel (Z88h L, Eustace A%
VO LA T THHEFD Courage £ N A & 2AIME, BUVIARDHER £ 1TE)
R VI BTHELS TETWwETh, —H, +HBiErbVLIDEEn
O EEAREOF D E Mutel $REIZIEZOBRVALADPLGEEDL LW HTT
ELb e ALIZEGIRBBELELLEFATET. BIAREIBVELAD?

brave, clever, funniest, hilarious, sinister

Did you see Courage the Cowardly Dog last night?

Yes, I did.

How was it? [ missed it. I went out with friends for a drink and
forgot all about it.

[t was ............. ,one of the ........... that I've ever seen. Eustace
was a fool, as always, and Courage—he wasso ............and .............
at the right moment. And there was this English Katz, who is cool,
calm, and collected, well, even to the point of being .............. .

I like that!

Yeah, it was good, definitely. Don’t miss it tonight!




Katz Kandy

- - <

Before You Watch I

1. Which of these sentences is the odd one out?

a) It will rain tomorrow. b) I shall get the prize!
The film starts at seven. Even if you insist, I'll say ‘no’.
They will win the match. I hope vou will get better soon.
You will feel better after this medicine. He will go out, rain or shine.

2. Which of these culinary words do not have the same vowel as shown?
Underline them. There may be more than one for each set.
a) [a] apple, candy, caramel, jam, tasty
b) [1] dessert, dinner, plaice, recipe, vinegar
¢) [p] butter, coffee, duck, toffee, tofu

While You Watch

Section One: Second place is no place.

[up to where Muriel and Courage are taken away.]

1. Watch section one. Answer the questions. Tick (\/ ) the correct box.
a) What is the pink cat talking about at the beginning?
[] Winning a contest. [[] Seconding a motion.

b) What is he doing?
[] Stirring pink jam. (] Boiling coloured water.
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c) What is Muriel doing?
[] Cooking a camel. [ ] Making caramel.

d) What has Courage just done?
(] Prepared apples for dipping. [] Brought apples from the garden.

e) Where is Eustace?
(] On a beach. [] In a playground.

f) What is he doing?
[] Destroying a sandcastle. [] Building a sandcastle.

g) Who comes to the farmhouse?
[ ] A jam monster. [ ] A boiled octopus.

h) What tools does Courage try to combat this creature with?
[] Whisks, a club, and pincers. [] Mashers, a racket, and scissors.

1) When Eustace gets home, what does he do?
[] He tries to catch the fish in his ears and shoes.
[] He tries to get rid of the sand in his ears and shoes.

1) When he comes into the kitchen, what does he say?
(] I'm angry! [ ] I'm hungry!

Now watch again and check.

. Complete the dialogue. Use the correct form of the verbs in brack-

ets.

S B T (———— the Nowhere
Sweet Stuff Contest. (win)

o L HER. (defeat [ finally)

c) Pmsurewe ............o.ooo. the Nowhere

Sweet Stuff Contest. (win)
d) Courage, could you get that while I ............

....................... . (start [ cleaning up)

Now watch again and check.
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Section Two: So good of you to come.
[up to Katz: you go bye-bye.]

1. Watch section two. Complete the sentences. Underline the best
option.
a) The red creature is called (Cat | Kat | Katz).
b) He runs a (candy shop [ candle shop / can factory).
¢) The creature wants Muriel’s (caramel apples | secret recipe).
d) He (sheds a tear [ rubs his eye).
e) He (cracks his neck /[ twists his head).
f) Eustace finds in the pink creature Muriel’s (shoe / boot).

Now watch again and check.

2. What do you think?
Why is Muriel sitting on a huge candy cane?

How does Eustace find the shop?

3. Complete the sentences. Match the beginnings on the left with the
conclusions on the right.

a) It’s been my misfortune o » [ will pull this.
b) If it’s the secret ingredient in my caramel coated

apples you’re wanting, o » before you go bye-bye.
c¢) If you do not tell me, o » you're out of luck.

d) How about a little spot
of sport o « to place second year after year.

Now watch again and check.

4. Complete the dialogue. Use the correct tense of these verbs.

find, see, get, pull

a) Thopeyou .................. my jam tasty.
b) Hes, well, We wsnonpsmmans about this.
c) And if you don’t, I'm afraid I’ll pull this and this ..................... you.

d) Talkor eaespewsis toffee.
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Section Three: It’s vinegar!
[to the end of the episode]

1. Watch section three. Complete the information. Underline the best
option.
a) Courage and Katz have a match to see who can keep their eyes open
without blinking / crying at all.
b) Eustace frightens [ keeps the monster away.
¢) Courage loses, when Eustace shouts, ‘Stupid monster!” | Stupid dog!’
d) Muriel tells Eustace to get her down [ pick her up.
e) Courage says, ‘Muriel, I shave you’ [ ‘I'll save you'.
f) Muriel finally reveals that her secret ingredient is vinegar | begonia.

g) She wins the contest thirty-four | forty-three times in a row.

Now watch again and check.

2. Complete the dialogues. Use the sentences from the box.

Walk around without your boot  Eyes bothering you
Blink, blink, blink  You stay for dessert
You're such a brave candy boy  Aren’t you sweet

Now watch again. Were you right?
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3. What do you think?
Why does Muriel say Courage is a brave candy boy? Note the word ‘candy’.

Review

1. Put these events in the correct order to tell the story.

[] Katz sends his jam monster to abduct Muriel.

[ ] Eustace tracks down Muriel in Katz Kandy.

[[] Courage loses the never-to-blink match with
Katz.

[] Katz wants to win the Nowhere Sweet Stuff
contest.

] Courage pulls the lever to let Katz fall into

the machine.

[] Courage is made into candy.

[] Muriel wins the Nowhere Sweet Stuff contest.
[[] Muriel will not reveal her secret ingredient.

[ ] Eustace defeats the pink monster.

(] Eustace tries to rescue Muriel.
Now watch the whole episode and check.
2. What do you think?

What does Katz really mean when he says “Tell me your secret ingredient, or

vour husband 1s toffee’?

What kind of character is Katz?

Did you know?

Muriel loves cooking and is a good cook. Her secret ingredient is always
vinegar, which dismays all who enjoy her cooking. She is an Asian, and here is
a satirical allusion to her ethnicity: she uses vinegar in all her recipes, not just in
traditional cuisine!
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After You Watch I

1. Complete the dialogue. Use the correct tense of the verbs in brackets.

Muriel:

Courage:
Muriel:

Courage:
Eustace

Muriel:

Now Courage, are you hungry? I ................. us pancakes. (make)
Ot 1 aomsmmnsen tea first, (make) and you ............. Eustace.
(get)

| [ us pancakes. (make)

Neo, I don’tthink so. T ..ommmnss it. (do)

Thanks, Courage. You are sweet. ......... you ...... a real candy
boy, when you ............ ? (be [ grow up)

No—! I've had enough of candy today.

[coming into the kitchen]:

I'm hungry. HUNGRY!

Your tea will be ready soon. Why don’t you sit down here. Oh,
your favourite show is on, soon. ........ SO i in the lounge?
(wait) [whispering to Courage] I ............ a wee dash of vinegar

in his pancakes! (use)

Get into pairs. In turns take the role of a fortune-teller and talk

about what will happen to your partner in the future. Make sure

you use the correct tense.

HFOEAE (£02) [BEHRLTHES ]

ZOMEMIET = ATEA, MiIZobhTEY, WHERICALRE LS
2, 5 —D2DHEII2 2OERNIHLNTVEEENTELIZLTROA
9.
BREV)TT. ZOEROTEELLEACHE - BiRE, H503mEHEe
Vo obONETNTL 2OTTH, LOFITIE ‘candy’ &\ ) HEERFW 5
Z & T Muriel 1Z& o T Courage HFEARIZVEB LW ASEYIZ T 72135 &
NEERBEERTWE T h.

WHITERRE EOTIREEBOER (5 2 VIILTE ) OBk L e &

candy — sweet — sugary
endearing




4 vTI'ze_Lvast Mth;r quuivd :

ﬁiefore You Watch I

1. Separate these words into nature and business.

a priceless experience

mystery of life NATURE BUSINESS 1

to make stars

to make a call
secret department
promotion

priceless antiques

a lovely garden L
eggs
property

2. Match each sentence on the left with the same meaning on the
right,

She’s a mother-to-be! o * It is a marvellous phenomenon!

This plant is withering away. o * I've completed the work.

My work is done. o * She’s going to be a mother.

It’s a miracle! o * The plant is getting drier, smaller, and
will die soon.

I’ve been promoted. o * I have been given a better, more respon

sible job in the company.
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16 English in Action

While You Watch

Section One: How exciting!
[up to Eustace: ... make a call.]
1. Watch section one. Answer the questions. Tick ( v ) the correct box.

a) How would you describe the two giant squids? They are

[ ] good friends. [ ]a loving couple.

b) When does Courage find a big purple squid on the farm?
[ ]In the morning. [ ] At twilight.

¢) What is his reaction? e gets
(] frightened. [ ] excited.

d) What does Eustace say to him?
[] Stupid! [ ] Shut up!

e) What does Eustace call the giant squid?
[] Slime. [ 1A slug.

f) What does Muriel call the same creature?
[ ]Our new guest. [ 1 Our lovely friend.

Watch again and check.

2. Who says it? Write E (Eustace), or M (Muriel).
a) Just like on telly.
b) How exciting!
c¢) Who's sitting on my property?
d) That’s no way to talk to our new guest.

e) What a priceless experience!



