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preface

We have written this textbook to help students understand many of the other aspects of
American culture beyond the mainstream. The idea is that these subcultures in American
popular culture can be studied in a serious and critical way. Subcultures are important
for understanding American culture, and they provide often overlooked ways to compre-
hend America. Moreover, subcultures represent some of the most fascinating aspects of
American culture and often affect mainstream culture in important ways. Especially for
young people in America, subcultures offer a sense of identity and community, as well as
a fun way to invest their time.

For students, we think you will find these subcultures interesting and perhaps even
new to your understanding about American culture as a whole. Some of the subcultures
have also had a significant impact in Japanese culture as well (for example, hip hop).

For teachers, we hope that the textbook will give you a basic structure around which
you can build a course that challenges students’ existing knowledge of American culture.
There are fifteen chapters that you can pick and choose appropriate to your teaching
objectives or use in total. Although we have grouped the chapters into certain categories,
the chapters can be used in any sequence you like. We have tried to balance the level of
difficulty so that it is neither too easy nor too hard for students to understand.
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by Till Krech from Berlin, Germany

h@t is Subculture?

Vocabulary

Choose the appropriate word below.

1. Mary felt so much stress that she ate an ( ) amount of cake.

2. A morning glory has pink or blue or white flowers that are (

3. During World War I1, Japanese soldiers’ attitudes were regarded as (
because sometimes they committed suicide.

4. This magazine specializes in the scandals of Hollywood ( ).

5. Iguazu Falls is one of the largest and most ( ) waterfalls in the world.

L bizarre / celebrities / excessive / spectacular / ephemeral
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cD
In the fields of sociology and cultural studies, different subcul-

tures have often been studied. In particular, those kinds of youth
culture that seem “spectacular” (e.g., punk rock) because they in- 3 spectacular [ AH%

corporate “wild” or outrageous styles (e.g., Mohawk hair styles) o< )
s are especially attractive to researchers. However, there are many mgaIE, it =
) ] a7 — Chapter 5
different types of subcultures that are not necessarily related to 2|
youth culture and are enjoyed and participated in by adults as  3- incorporate [ #15 A
well. e
Of course we need to define the term “subculture” from the outrageous [ %)

_r .. 4 Mohawk hair styles
beginning; however, no one definition can truly capture the pas- 2L |

sion, enthusiasm, and ephemeral qualities of any given subculture. 11 ephemeral [f5# )
Nevertheless, we must try. Perhaps it would be best to start with a

basic definition of the term “culture”: the way a particular group of

people live their lives; a shared pattern of behaviors, attitudes, and

ways of thinking about the world around us. In 1871, the British

anthropologist Edward Tylor defined culture as the entire way of life

of a group of people: “knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, custom,

and any other capabilities and habits.”! More recently, the American

anthropologist Clitford Geertz defined culture as the way a group

of people understands reality handed down from one generation

to another using symbols.? In colloquial usage, culture often refers 21 colloguial usage
to the lifestyles of particular ethnic groups. Another general way Reti

of thinking about culture is as “high” culture—*the best which has

been thought and said in the world™ —versus popular or “low”

culture (e.g., television, Hollywood cinema, pop music), generally

considered to be merely “entertainment” and not a serious topic

of study. As we can see, there are many ways to define culture, but

perhaps the most useful definition for our purposes in this book

is the idea of “mainstream culture”: the most popular elements of

30 the social and artistic life of a particular group of people. As the

prefix “sub” suggests, with subcultures we are dealing with the social 31 prefix [#5#¢ ]
and artistic life that is apart from mainstream culture. Subcultures

are alternatives to mainstream culture that are not shared by the

majority of the people. Instead, they are a culture that is shared

intensely by a small or sometimes large group of people, but not

wn
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the majority of the population. 40 if not ~ [LETIE0
Subcultures are created by people who share a very strong MR Th)

interest in a particular activity or thing. They often devote a lot 4! communal [=32.=
: - : F4—D]

of time, money, and energy to their involvement in the subculture, ! ;

; ; 3 ot ; Comic-Con [comic

a0 if not devoting their entire lives to it. Generally, the members of a rina—
subculture meet at communal gatherings (e.g., Comic-Con, where — Chapter 4 &I
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thousands of comic book fans gather to buy, sell, and trade comic
books and other related items). Subcultures like “Trekkies” (people
who love all aspects of the Star Trek franchise) are made up of
thousands of “fans.” We should note that the term “fan” derives

5 from the term “fanatic,” which Merriam-Webster defines as “marked
by excessive enthusiasm and often intense uncritical devotion.”
Merriam-Webster defines “fan” as “an enthusiastic devotee (as of
a sport or a performing art) usually as a spectator” or “an ardent
admirer or enthusiast (as of a celebrity or a pursuit).” What is

10 notable about all these definitions is that they emphasize a high
level of devotion that goes beyond casual interest.

In fact, most subcultures seem to have an inherent mystery or
secret to be learned by the outsider. The members of a subculture
have in-depth knowledge of the subculture because they live their

15 participation of it and spend a great deal of time engaging in it. For
those on the outside of the subculture, the activities and practices
might seem bizarre or eccentric or even exotic, but to the insider
they make perfect sense and even sometimes seem “natural” (as
seen, for example, in dressing as a fictional character in cosplay).

20 Subcultures, like cultures, are complex social phenomena that
involve many aspects. One of the most obvious characteristics might
be a certain style of fashion (e.g., cowboy boots for rodeo cowboys
and devotees). Often, there is also a special language associated with
a subculture (there are many examples in hip hop). Next, there are

25 organized events where the community can gather and meet old and
new friends. It is important to stress that subcultures are not just
disconnected activities by various people. Instead, they are shared
by many people who create communal bonds with one another.

All cultures around the world have their own subcultures with-

50 in them, but the subcultures we will study in this textbook are all
from the U.S. While the U.S. is not unique in having subcultures,
the many types of American subcultures are definitely related to
the U.S. being an intensely media- and consumer-oriented society
with a mixture of people from many different countries.

35 Our hope is that, after you read this textbook, you will see the
wide range of subcultures that exist in the U.S. and have a clearer
understanding of American culture with all its peculiarities.

1 Primitive Culture, Volume 1 (New York: Putnam, 1920), 1.

2 The Interpretation of Cultures (New York: Basic, 1973).

3 Arnold, Matthew. Culture and Anarchy: An Essay in Political and Social Criticism
(London: Smith, Elder and Co, 1869), viii.
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ing Comprehension

1) Mark T for true and F for false.
1.

2,
£ 3

4.
3.

All subcultures are related to youth culture. ( )
“Low” culture is generally considered an important topic of study. ( )
The author thinks that one of the most useful definitions of culture

when studying subculture is the idea of “mainstream culture.” ( )
Subculture fans think their activities are natural. ( )
Subcultures are simple social phenomena. ( )

2) Answer the Questions in English.

1. What is “low” culture?

How does the author define subcultures?

. Who creates subcultures?

. What do the attendees do at Comic-con?

4

What is notable about the definitions of “fans”?

What are the characteristics of subcultures?

American Subcultures



2. Prefix and Suffix

meaning an example your example
of a smaller size
refix |sub- . subculture
p of a subordinate nature e
prefix |de- down from, away, off derive
prefix |un- not uncritical
suffix |-ology |a subject of study sociology
forming adjectives; of the
suffix |-ous . outrageous
nature of; characterized by
denoting a person described
suffix |-ee Bap devotee

as or concerned with

3.Choose the Best Answer.

1. Subcultures are

a) shared by a lot of people.
b) so eccentric that they are not valuable to study.
¢) apart from mainstream culture.
d) not related to the lifestyles of particular ethnic groups.

2. The members of a subculture

a) do not use a lot of time but a lot of money.
b) are usually alone because they are strange.
¢) do not have in-depth knowledge of the subculture so they are not intelligent.
d) devote themselves to the subculture.

3. We study subcultures in the U.S. because

a) they are exotic.
b) we can understand what “high culture” is.
¢) we can understand American society as a society consisting of many different

people.

d) they are culture for young people.

Chapter | What is Subculture?
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Trekkies

by Ben Salter, “Trekkies” (2 March 2014)

Vocabulary
Choose the appropriate word below.

1.
2,

I was called a complete computer ( )when I was a high school student.

Both Star Wars and Batman became ( ) because they are fictional
works that exist in many types of media, including film, comic books, and games.

Toyota is afan ( ) name all over the world.
Sushi and sashimi are ( ) examples of Japanese cuisine.

It is very difficult to have ( )coexistence though globalization has been
advancing lately.

household / multicultural / geek / iconic / franchises
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cD
Almost all Americans know what “Star Trek” is even if they

do not like it. Starting as a TV show that only had limited popu-
larity in the late 1960s, Star Trek was nevertheless able to create a
“cult” following (a group of people who fanatically follow a reli-
5 gious leader or some kind of political movement or cultural media)
during its initial, three-year broadcast on TV. After its initial run
ended, it often appeared on American TV as a “rerun” (also called
“serialization”). Along with its growing cult popularity, it became a
major “franchise” (a commercial or governmental system allowing
10 individuals or groups to market, sell, or provide a service to consum-
ers—e.g., McDonald’s restaurants are usually an individually owned
franchise of a large corporation) that produced the Star Trek story
in many different media forms: TV, animation, film, comic books,
magazines, novels, graphic novels, video games, toys, and so on.
15 In other words, Star Trek as a cultural phenomenon became what
some people have called a “mega-text”': a brand name that exists
in many different media (as noted above) and has generated a lot
of related items as well, such as biographies and autobiographies,
spin-offs, as well as serious study of its many aspects by academic
20 scholars.

Star Trek exists as six different TV shows that often appear as
reruns: the original Szar Trek series (1966-1969), an animated series
(1973-1974), Star Trek: The Next Generation (1987-1994), Star Trek:
Deep Space Nine (1993-1999), Star Trek: Voyager (1995-2001), and

25 Star Trek: Enterprise (2001-2005). It is likely that one of the versions
of the show plays on TV somewhere in the U.S. at any given point
in time. As of 2015, there have been twelve different films starring
the cast and characters of the original series, The Next Generation,
and a new, younger cast for the most recent two movies: Star Trek:

30 The Motion Picture (1979), Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan (1982),
Star Trek HI: The Search for Spock (1984), Star Trek IV: The Voyage
Home (1986), Star Trek V: The Final Frontier (1989), Star Trek VI The
Undiscovered Country (1991), Star Trek: Generations (1994), Star Trek:
First Contact (1996), Star Trek: Insurrection (1998). Star Trek: Nemesis

35 (2002), Star Trek (2009), and Star Trek: Into Darkness (2013). As you
can see, the Star Trek storyline has appeared in many different
manifestations, which has made it into a “household word”—in
other words, words that almost every American knows.

The cast members of the original series have become iconic

40 figures in American culture even to this day, especially William Shat-
ner, who played Captain James Tiberius Kirk and Leonard Nimoy,

19
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who played Mr. Spock, half human and half “Vulcan” (another
species from a different planet). It is also notable that the original
series tried to create a multicultural cast with an African-Amer-
ican woman played by Nichelle Nichols (Lieutenant Uhura), an

s Asian-American man played by George Takei (Mr. Sulu), a Scottish
character played by James Doohan (“Scotty”), and a Russsian man
played by Walter Koenig (Mr. Chekov). This multicultural strategy
occurred at a time when most people shown on American TV were
white, European-Americans.

10 Yet, as impressive as the Star Trek mega-text is, the devotion
of its fans is even more impressive. Generally known as “Trekkies”
(and sometimes as “Trekkers”), fans of the show come from a
variety of races and cultures, a variety of careers and socioeco-
nomic statuses, a variety of genders and sexualities, and a variety

15 of geographic locations. To be a true Trekkie, one has to not just
like or even love the TV show; one has to incorporate elements
of the Star Trek mega-text into one’s life. As with all subcultures,
we need to keep in mind that the participants are not just casual
fans; they are fanatics. They don’t just love Star Trek; they live it

20 in their daily lives. For many of these Trekkies, aspects of the me-
ga-text affect several, if not all, parts of their lives, whether going
to conventions that celebrate the mega-text—which often includes
a form of “cosplay” (dressing up as their favorite characters in
the TV shows), collecting merchandise related to the mega-text,

25 watching the shows and films multiple times, waiting overnight in
lines to be the first people to see the films, and so on.

There are many ways to express one’s devotion to Star Trek.
Some people wear T-shirts that display some aspect of the shows,
and some people incorporate “memorabilia” (items like souvenirs

30 that people collect to express their love of something) or themes
from the mega-text into their professional lives. As shown in the
documentary film Trekkies (1997), one dentist and his wife trans-
formed their entire dental office into a tribute to Star Trek, with
decorations and memorabilia along with the staff dressing up in

35 Star Trek costumes. Some Trekkies even write their own versions
of the Star Trek universe. Often, these fans have memorized many
aspects and details of the shows and films and have discussions or
debates about which character is the best captain or which alien
species is the most interesting (usually Klingons or Vulcans).

40 In the wider American culture, extreme fans of Star Trek are
looked down upon and are considered to be “geeks” or “losers.” At
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22

29

33

39

41

41-

Vulcan Star Trek 3~
V=R EHT B0
HDO—DF PN A AT
el ik,

Nichelle Nichols
b, o) PR ot | PR
(1932~), 7AYH D
FEE HE g, 7
TUNFRTAVH D
WL o
ST IAEAE

George Takei
Ya—¥ kb S
A TIhvr (HA&%:
B B (Aoihe 13
EE)1937~). HAT
AN O YR
James Doohan
=B X FPy—F
(1920-2005), #F%
LG OFEE AT
YREOEENE L2
LOT, ATdvh5 R
ANOEMEZI L.
Walter Koenig "7+
Vg —r—=vk
(1936~). 7AUAD
DESE, MR,
Biosr7Rayy
ANOFEI,

fanatic [ BAE10%EF

1
convention [ LY
TrenfEh |

memorabilia [ 5t
Lianbo HEOE |
tribute [ HFDOLL
L]

Klingon 2> I >
Mo Star Trek 21—
AIZHETLRAE
No BTl B AR
o

look down upon [%
MRS

geek [ AZEA
loser [fA[%R~TL4
AN

at the very least =
at least



the very least, they are curious because they are so obsessive about
Star Trek and devote much money and time to their obsession.
They have been parodied famously on the TV show Saturday Night
Live in a comedy skit starring William Shatner as well as the more
s recent show The Big Bang Theory. On Saturday Night Live, Shatner
tells the fans at a Star Trek convention that they need to “Get a
life!” In other words, they need to realize that Star Trek is just a
television show and that they should be spending their time living
their own lives rather than obsessing over minor details about Star
10 Trek. Nevertheless, Trekkies are mostly very intelligent and creative
people, and are often ordinary Americans. One anthropological
study found that 57% of them are female, 54% are married, 87%
are between 21 and 60, 55% have at least a college degree, and the
majority earn over US$50,000 per year.? While most Trekkies live
i5 in the U.S., they exist around the world and even in Japan, where

the show is called “Uchu Daisakusen.™
All subcultures involve a community of people devoted to the
subculture, and Trekkies are one of the most active communities
out of all the subcultures introduced in this book. The conventions
20 devoted to Star Trek are impressive displays of costumes, memora-
bilia, and intense discussions of various aspects of the mega-text.
It has been claimed that every weekend, somewhere in the world,
a Star Trek convention takes place.* These conventions provide a
way for Trekkies to share their enthusiasm with other people who

25 have the same interest.

1 Daniel Leonard Bernardi, Star Trek and History: Race-ing Toward a White Future

(New Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 1998), 7.

Daryl G. Frazetti, “The Culture of Trek Fandom: Wouldn’t You Like to Be a

Trekkie Too?” hup://www.academia.edu/461218/Results_Star_Trek Fandom_ Survey.

3 Jamie Lano, “Japanese Trekkie Community Expanding at Warp Speed,” Jupan
Today, 2010 May 8, http://www.japantoday.com/category/arts-culture/view/japanese-

[§9]

trekkie-community-expanding-at-warp-speed.

4 Trekkies (1997), directed by Roger Nygard.
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1. Reading Comprehension
1) Mark T for true and F for false.

1. Star Trek started as a popular television show. ( )
2. Twelve different movies have been produced as of 2015. ( )
3. Trekkies are the cast members of the original series. ( )
4. All American people admire the fans of Star Trek. ( )
5. More than half of the fans of Star Trek are female. ( )

2) Answer the Questions in English.

1. What is a mega-text?

2. Why is it notable that the original series tried to create a multicultural cast?

3. How can we become true fans?

4. What did one dentist and his wife who are Trekkies do?

5. Why are Trekkies considered to be geeks or losers?

6. What do Trekkies do at a Star Trek convention?

10 American Subcultures



2.Choose the Best Answer.

1. Star Trek became a franchise because

a) it has a huge number of fans.
b) it has many franchise shops.

¢) alot of money has been spent on it.
d) it has many media forms such as film, magazines, and television.

2. Trekkies

a) just love Star Trek.

b) are poor and losers.
¢) do not mind waiting overnight in lines to be the first person to watch the movie.

d) rarely go to conventions.

3. Trekkies are often ordinary Americans because

a) they have memorized many aspects and details of the shows and films.
b) a cultural study shows that more than 50% of them are married and have a

college degree.
¢) they dress up in Star Trek costumes.
d) the results of an anthropological study showed that 58% of them are between

21 and 60.

Chapter 2 Trekkies 11
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by Kyle Nishioka, “DragonCon 2013 — Genderbent cosplay™ (30
August 2013)

American Cosplay

Choose the appropriate word below.
1.

2.

Takeshi , who has an intense, obsessive interest in manga, is a manga ( ).

Don't (

) him because he blushes when

) ( )(

he speaks in front of people.

He (
It is (

) all his money ( ) horse racing.

) for Japanese to eat eel on the hottest day of the summer, in

order to overcome the heat.

It is (

) that my grandfather will live to ninety.

make / spent / likely / on / fun / customary / nerd / of
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