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ONE KINGDOM, FOUR COUNTRIES
AND SIX THOUSAND ISLANDS

T3, BIAVRINDAOLIOTFANCEREEOMBZHRL TBEXELE, HiN—Y
DOHIX % B2 D36 T O EDZERZ DTSN,

EEDIEX AT the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
(1: ) EVVET  ZOEIZ DD ELR B ALY K& DO BOZHIZ L —
MT)T VBRSOV (2 ) BTT. SO ODEBIVZORELOE 4
ZHFRL T the British Isles (3: ) EFOET, KEWHDOBIZIZA V7S UR,
(4: ). (5 ) D3IDDHFHBEENTTH, AFVANIEINS
% three countries EFFUNE S, /NS DEDOKERSME the Republic of Ireland $7-
1Z the Irish Republic (6 ) EWHEELIIFIOETT A, ZOBDILHEERIC
WETS (7: ) #HTZEENE T 5H)—DD country TT o, ThH4DD
W THERINSEEEED, BbAE8EATVALERERDTY, England %
Britain LW )FEDCOEEEEE T OIZIMEbNET A, IERXAENFTldhnae
ZUMFTBEILL).

(1)
)] (3) )
(©) (6) (1)

BUMIORS ARWEKEL E, 7772, 2I7M0H, EOEEBFEIHHTLE) AP
TTHELEDTICHN TERTHILL) EFFELHE T, RHLLDICOWTIEEE
HFTRRRHEFZRNTEE N,

1. boiled snails 2. David Beckham 3. the Eiffel Tower
4. the Louvre 5. mummies 6. pharaohs
7. pyramids 8. Shakespeare 9. the Statue of Liberty

: The United States of America: ( )

: The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: X )
: The French Republic: ( ) ) )

: The Arab Republic of Egypt: ( ) ) )

gaw »
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LT OEEZEZIIULHS, Ak — Bl Tlfh T THA TAELL) . FHBFEHIAR T
HITHIENT DL THYT T * DEIOM W HEHAIBHOERS DTS . FADd%)s
BIREHERIL, ALEREHARZID, FEEET WTURICE) BRETERLELE),

Amazonian 7= U GEIgD

obsession (REMLEID) WyorhsZd
celebrated k. A%

cuisine past

spring to mind SIS

strand*

weave* — wove — woven

apart from ~ISTBE, ~ZRRITE
universally TR, BIAE <

Briton TUR N (a—~ AR ADERERE B ERIAEA T VM)
station* (Bh5)

whilst =while

Brittany TN —Za (75 AFEDF,E)
exclusion BRAt HERR

fearsome BALN, FobkT5I97%

clan J59)/3

uninhabited ADMEATW, HEAD
observe BRD, B9

selfsame = exactly the same

One Kingdom, Four Countries and Six Thousand Islands

@ Close your eyes and pick a country. Any country. I'm sure you already
have one in your mind’s eye. Now think of two or three things commonly
associated with that nation. If you have chosen America, perhaps you’re
at the moment thinking of the Statue of Liberty, 'a giant talking mouse, or
people who eat more in a day than your average Amazonian tribe will 2over
the course of five years. Maybe your thoughts have turned to Egypt, with its
pyramids, pharaohs, camels and obsession with mummies. Or France, boast-
ing the Eiffel Tower, the Louvre, and celebrated cuisine of boiled alive snails
and chopped up frogs.

@ Now turn your attention to Britain. What immediately springs to mind?
Fish and chips? Rain? David Beckham? The Beatles? Princess Diana? Man-
chester United? Shakespeare? Pubs? Bad teeth? While there is no doubt
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that all of the above are *strands* of the cultural DNA from which Britain is
woven™, it might also interest you to know that everything mentioned above is
actually English (apart from *rain and bad teeth, which recognise no borders
and are universally endured ).

® Part of the problem is that the United Kingdom consists of four coun-
tries which, although they share a common language, English, and closely
connected history, also have uniquely different cultures. The official national
title is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Great
Britain includes England, Scotland and Wales.

*Buckingham Palace in London is the official principal residence of the British monarch.

@ If we are to be technical, and at the risk of confusing people even further,
if you say ‘Britain’ without using ‘Great,” you are only referring to England
and Wales. °This fault lies firmly at the feet of the Romans who, while su-
premely blessed in many ®spheres, were not so successful when it came to
fighting the ancient Britons, and had to station* more soldiers on the island
than they used to suppress the rest of their European Empire. In those days,
England and Wales were known as Britannia (or Britannia Major), whilst
Britannia Minor referred to Brittany in France. The reason for Scotland’s
exclusion is that its fearsome fighting clans, who covered themselves in blue
dye before rushing towards their enemies, were never defeated by the Romans,
who clearly thought it a waste of time as the people were quite mad.

Unitl Partl
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! (® To make an already complicated situation even more difficult to under-
| | stand, you will also sometimes read or hear people refer to the British Isles, a
geographical term which includes England, Scotland, Wales, the whole of Ire-
land, that is Northern Ireland AND the Republic of Ireland, plus all the islands
dotted around the coast, of which there were an astonishing 6,289 7 at the last
count (compared to Japan’s estimated 4,000). Whilst this might sound like an
incredible amount, in reality the vast majority of these are uninhabited.

® Ask a person from the United Kingdom what nationality they are, and
you will often be given a variety of answers, simply because for the most part
8they cannot quite work it out themselves. As the writer and traveller George
Borrow observed, “°There are no countries in the world less known by the
British than those selfsame British Islands.”

" Second Reading: Comprehension Exercises .
[1] T#EE1~9 DEKICEEHEVLEDE. ZNENOBIREHSBRUEEL,
1. a giant talking mouse
a. acharacter in TV commercials

b. acomedian in a mouse costume
c. apopular Disney character

2. over the course of five years
a. during a five year period
b. for more than five years
c. within the next five years

3. strands of the cultural DNA
a. theimagesof aculture b. the symbols of a culture c. the elements of a culture

4. rain and bad teeth, which recognise no borders and are universally endured
a. regarding rain and bad teeth, not all living creatures in the world are inconven-
ienced by them
b. regarding rain and bad teeth, people all over the world suffer from them, wher-
ever their place of residence
c. regarding rain and bad teeth, there are not any national differences, and they
are the same all over the world

14 Unwritten Britain



5. This fault lies firmly at the feet of the Romans
a. The Romans are undoubtedly to blame for this fault
b. The Romans clearly told lies about this fault
c. This fault was severely criticised by the Romans

6. spheres
a. battles b. fields . occasions

7. at the last count
a. at the time of the final counting
b. when the lastisland was counted
c. thelast time the number was counted

8. they cannot quite work it out themselves
a. they are not quite sure how to answer this question
b. they are too confused to concentrate on this issue
c. they cannot solve this problem by themselves

9. There are no countries in the world less known by the British than those selfsame
British Islands.
a. Except for the British, the rest of the world does not know Britain so well.
b. People from other countries have more knowledge about Britain than the British.
c. Their own country, Britain, remains the most mysterious nation to the British.

[2] RO (1) ~ (5) DIELWEZICEDBD%E. FNENOBIREDSBEUESL,

(1) According to Paragraph 1, which country is usually associated with an ancient
and pre-Christian cultural heritage?
1. America 2. Egypt 3. France

(2) What are the four countries in the United Kingdom like?
1. Each country in the United Kingdom is culturally quite distinct.
2. Northern Ireland is linguistically different from the three other countries.
3. Scotland and Wales have a particularly close historical relationship.

(3) What was the result of the fighting between the Romans and the ancient Britons?
1. The Romans had difficulty in suppressing the Britons, and they could not con-
quer Scotland.
2. The Romans stopped fighting because they were afraid of the mad Scottish
tribes dyed in blue.
3. The Romans succeeded in suppressing the Britons, only after sending many
soldiers to Great Britain.
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(4) Which of the following includes the Republic of Ireland?
1. Great Britain 2. the British Isles 3. the United Kingdom

(5) Which of the following is true about the small islands around the British coast?
1. Britain has a surprisingly large number of islands, and on most of which peo-
plelead a quiet life.
2. The total number of British islands is larger than that of Japan, but most of
them are deserted.
3. There are twice as many islands in the U. K. as in Japan, but most of them are
not fit for human habitation.

(8] AXHICHTERIRZIDALT. UTOBRFREERRLIEEL,
(i) The United Kingdom consists of four countries.

ZOUYINYRIB L ZNTODAN—TRERINTVET,

(ii) If we are to be technical, if you say ‘Britain’ without using ‘Great,” you are only
referring to England and Wales.

AFFTNRFELIZNERH 2D, ETHFFORFET2MEHEAF L2 IUT
ZDFEE Ao

(iii) The Romans were not so successful when it came to fighting the ancient Britons.

AR=YDZ L DHE, FADWETIIATTHHI > T A,

[4] ASv2a(/)DT—IITFRLT. XEHLSIEICIECELRELTHELLS,

Part of the problemis/

that the United Kingdom consists of four countries (which), /
although they share /

acommon language, English, and /

closely connected history, /

which also have uniquely different cultures. //
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THE BEST OF ENEMIES

OBREA Y7o OZWEL T, morris dancing SV BRI A TEE 325, &
MUIARA ViIRE S b A REERO—M T, EEOHE 5T 15 i Eh0 2k
ZHET H72OIZH 7R E R T, BIRBEETHIILD, SEHEE ORI EE
TEIEIN, 2D 20 L OFDIAILERH T TR TV DDA OB & A
TL7ze AANDEUHPHCEREHITHE T, HILOLOICEEZER), RITEIR - N)L
LIFEND/NEZ DT RN F 2R R ATy T2 B ARHOHE T, ue

¥ TRBEERH O NN T AZED S NEHTT,

N o

FLKOBFEICT 2= VA ANDIFERBDOD—2L LT, daffodils (Fv/321+1>) L) %
AEDZEHETTHNET . COMIIERENHEORREHFLEALD—DTTA, Tr—

WATIEZDRANE leek EMFENZHADAXF LDBIZBHITRL TRELRT XA E L,
HHNET = VADREI o TVET , EEDOZHHITIZZNZENFERE ADNFT
A% 7x—)VATIZ3H1HA® Saint David’s Day EFHINASF#ERE A, BFA Y 1vRE4R2
HHT ZOHIZIZT7 ==V AD N % 7% daffodils & leeks % FF IO CTHiIAFIELHVET
Sasesusnssss

BB #ZBH59 5 the Houses of Westminster &i3, the Houses of Parliament &[5l
BERRTELNTAE T, BEHICIE Parliament I3 EDE4S (%4). Westminster (30
SRACHLERBRREEOILTY, EEDWA. E&id the House of Lords (FR) &
the House of Commons (FBg) 25807 ->ThES,

BFomAsS BleboT, TFOZFEED TAILL),
100 a/one hundred ]
2,000 two thousand —_F
30,000 (1: ) =7
400,000 four hundred thousand (A: )
5,000,000 five million FiNEPs]
80,000,000 (2: ) NFH
700,000,000 seven hundred million (B: )
EEOAN 60 million = sixty million (@ )A
HAD AL 120 million = a hundred and twenty million (D: YA
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145,000 (3: )
1.7 million one point seven million [ER "R i)

T OEEZZIIUD D, A —EBL TREETHRA TAELL), FTHHFEIIARL
TR 2L THDET . * DEIDRN W HERIEBOBRIHIE T, FiAtenns
OEREHERL, ALEHEHEAERID, FEET N CURICEI BRERRLELL) .

in terms of ~Or (Bl) DoAbE
irrationally AN

reserve*®

ingenuity FEHOF, AIE

dispel —$5 35, BV

in turn SRR, FERIC

hostilities (M %F)

incestuous EBAHAEN 2, PR 7
devolution EIGHER AR

autonomous HIGHEDHH, MLz
square kilometre SJiFaA—My

dwarf (Bh5) FHRIIZ) ~%2/hSLRE5
birth rate A=

immigrant GkEZHWELIAE»S0) BR, BiEEH
parity CENIPOE 2

The Best of Enemies

@ Interms of actual size, England is the largest country, with a population
of nearly 51 million; Scotland follows next, with 5 million; Wales comes in
third with just under 3 million; Northern Ireland, as the smallest of the four,
has a population currently numbered at 1.7 million. Each country has its own
particular culture, of which it is fiercely, and sometimes rather irrationally,
proud. The English are known for their reserve®, morris dancing, and jam
and scones. The Scottish, on the other hand, are well-known for their tartan
kilts, whisky (although in fact “whiskey,” to use its Irish spelling, comes origi-
nally from Ireland) and engineering ingenuity. The Welsh are famous for their
love of singing, daffodils, and unhealthy interest in sheep. Rather worryingly,
at 5 million, there are actually more sheep in Wales than people, which ! does
nothing to dispel the rumours. The people of Northern Ireland are famous
for ... well, to be honest, 2no one can quite work out what they are famous for,
themselves included.
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@ Each country has their own
separate sporting teams, except
for special occasions such as the
Olympics, and some rugby events,
when they will be united as one ?
under the “Union Jack,” the flag of
Great Britain. Many people might
regard combining these countries
into one single team as cheating, but
the truth is the British are so bad
at sports that they need all the help
they can get. It should be noted that
even when they do join as one, they
4 still manage to be just as hopeless.

(® Asfar as the United Kingdom
is concerned, perhaps the only thing
the four countries are united in is their
intense dislike of one another. The
English look down on the Scottish,

who in turn look down on the North- *United under the Unign Jaqk, the four countries
have a love-hate relationship.

ern Irish. Everyone looks down on

the Welsh. However, there is one thing the Scottish, Welsh and Irish do agree
upon — they all hate the English the most. To be honest, the English don’t
care very much about ° this, as they are too busy hating the French to notice.
Once in a while a war will be declared, and the British, forced to fight side by
side, discover that they are actually rather fond of one another. However, as
soon as hostilities have ceased and a peace treaty has been signed, they quickly
return to their former mutual hatred. It is a very strange and incestuous rela-
tionship, that even most British people have trouble understanding, let alone
explaining. They are, in some ways, the best of friends, and in other ways the
worst of enemies. Perhaps the term “¢the best of enemies ” sums things up
most accurately.

@ London, as well as being the capital of both the United Kingdom and
England, is also now the biggest city in Europe, with a population of nearly 8
million. It was first founded by the Romans almost two thousand years ago.

Unitl Part2

19



(® Although Scotland’s largest city is Glasgow, its capital is the remarkably
beautiful Edinburgh, whilst the capital of Wales is Cardiff, and ’things are
run from Belfast in Northern Ireland. Thanks to devolution in 1998, each of
these countries now has its own parliament or assembly, and is to a large ex-
tent autonomous, and not ruled from the Houses of Westminster in London.

® Interms of size and population, Japan is ®a giant compared to Great
Britain, with over twice as many people, and covering an area of 377,873
square kilometres, which dwarfs Britain’s 244,100 square kilometres. How-
ever, Japan’s falling birth rate and increasingly elderly population, in contrast
to the sharply rising number of immigrants arriving in the United Kingdom
(147,000 new British citizens in 2009, according to official statistics) means
? there may well be some parity in terms of the number of people living in ei-
ther country in the next few decades.

20

" Second Reading: Co
(1] T4E1 ~9DEHICRE

ehension Exercises
ENVEDE, ENENOBRENSRUEE,

1. does nothing to dispel
a. does not approve of b. does not get rid of c. does not spread

2. no one can quite work out
a. nobody admits b. nobody calculates ¢. nobody knows

3. under the “Union Jack,” the flag of Great Britain
a. representing the country b. supporting the British c. waving the national flag

4. still manage to be just as hopeless
a. are still hoping to get better b. arestill as poor sportsmen as ever
c. arestill trying to be hopeful

5. this
a. the fact that they are hated by the rest of the nation
b. being bullied by the Welsh, Scottish and the Northern Irish
c. this worrying situation of mutual hatred among the British

Unwritten Britain




