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{ The Paradox of International Tourism |

A British person, living in America, was once visited by some frlends

from Britain. He took them to various places to see the sights. Wherever

This story nicely illustrates what we could call “the paradox of s
tourism.” When we visit foreign countries as tourists, we tend to be

determined to see the real or authentic aspects of that country; the
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; they went, his friends kept asking him anxiously, “Is this the real E
g America?” The puzzled man could only reply “Yes, this is America.” g
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“Japaneseness” of Japan or the “Indianness™ of India. However, with
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increasing globalization, what represents the “real” aspects of a é
particular culture has become harder to identify. For example, a karaoke 1 §
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bar in the Philippines has become just as much a part of that country as,
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) say, a McDonald’s has become a part of the culture of Japan.
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in the countries they visit. However, sometimes the “real” proves to

)
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E Nevertheless, tourists often go to great lengths to seek out the “real” ég
| 53
¢ be unsatisfactory and tourists have to recreate the country to match s {
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) their own expectations. For example, when visiting Thailand tourists
> P g

) might feel rather uncomfortable in the polluted urban sprawl that is
§ present-day Bangkok. Instead, they could feel much happier when
g they visit the beautiful island-resorts to the south. They might feel that
! 0 they had discovered the real Thailand. Soon though, they might start to
) g y mig

i notice that the island is full of foreigners and that the only Thai people
/ to be seen are either serving food or selling something. This is because
) g g g

; the resort is actually “Thailand” as foreigners would like to have it.
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| Some complain that tourists by their very presence change or even

25 ruin the countries they visit. This helps to explain the endless quest of
tourists to find more remote and unspoilt places; an ultimately hopeless
endeavour in a finite world. This is a self-defeating, but understandable,
desire to escape from one’s own culture.

We can recently find in Japan a possible alternative to the problem

) “Spain Village.” At such places people can enjoy the simulation of a
foreign country while avoiding some of the unpleasant realities of
foreign travel. Unfortunately though, we also lose what seems to be
the greatest benefit of foreign travel: the way it forces us to question
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8 30 of tourism. This involves the creation of theme parks with names like
0
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) 35 our assumptions and stereotypes.
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2 Seethesights [#7% HM$ 4 ; #8% 11— just as much part of that country as ~
4] (cf sightseeing % 5)) [~&BrHEFRLELHWEOED

4 puzzled = confused —ERTH 5]

5 illustrates [~%fFGEL T2 | 12 say = for example

6— be determined to ~ [ & & LT~ L 13 go to great lengths to seek out [fiEL
L9 &9 %] (ex. She is determined I~ LBESI LT3
to succeed.) 15 recreate the country to match their own

7 the real or authentic aspects of that expectations [ 47725 OIFE IS
country [ D EOR YO+ (B bEIHIELTFOREOAS A=Y
#) ] (real/authentic = genuine) T T 5

10 identify [~ (A3 T&H L 22) W 54 17 polluted urban sprawl [spral] [ 5 4
295 SN OMERE LIZIEAY |




20 though (adverb) = nevertheless = ¢ 25 the endless quest of tourists to ~ [ | &
though IZEEHcal Tl 4 ¢, AlFT I ETEHBINEORT L viEsk]
HiHIEITEE. 26— an ultimately hopeless endeavour in a

23 “Thailand” as foreigners would like to finite world [[R 0 & A H B T o,
have it [ EADSZ 5 ThH - Tl TR AR O WEH | CKiE
LWeBaS Ka% [# 4] 5I0% Tid endeavor E#HL D)
DFEHIZE 2T, vwbh@2 "% A" 29— apossible alternative to the problem of
FThHbOLEEOA A=V O TH tourism [ BOLIRITORME /DD
{FAEV)RRBPEDS, 155 F&]

24 by their very presence [ £ & L (% 34— the way it forces us to question our as-
BT 2L 2T (ex. The very sumptions and stereotypes [ i1 (=
thought of that incident makes me up- WA IRAT) 1K 5 TR B, »
set.) RIGHE LIS, HAbD B VAR

25 ruin [HLIZF 2] (=spoil, L 72 REEHSCEVWER IS ICR
#5 T unspoilt 1d [HDLHAE F D LEH]
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EXERCISES =

A. Listen and choose the sentence that best

describes each picture.




B. Listen and choose the best response to each e
y o
question or statement. -

. (A) B) (© 2. (A) B) () 3 A B (©

C. Draw lines joining words similar in meaning. I

anxious : * spoilt
determined - * recognize
authentic . * worried
identify : * resolute
ruined : © true

D. In which order do these sentences form the correct paragraph? I

(A) On the other hand, our stereotype about the Chinese and bicycles
might be confirmed if we visited the capital city of Beijing which
is a city of bicycles.

(B) The paradox of international tourism is above all a question of our
perceptions of foreign cultures and the gap between those percep-

tions and reality.
(C) On visiting a large Chinese city like Dalian, however, we might be

surprised to see numerous cars and very few bicycles because Da-

lian has many steep slopes.
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(D) For example, we might have the idea that most Chinese people

ride to work or school on bicycles and that few people can afford
their own car.

E. Translate the following Japanese sentences into English. I

(1) ME 2HNLBHRITE-SIX, LIZLIZFOEOBEDR|IH
LTHAZE) ZEenhh) 4.

when

they see authentic aspects of the country.

(2) HBEANLITEBOBNIRITOREL LT, BREEEE 27—
IV wEgihieh LEY,

Some people visit

11



TR ———

\/ The Sensitive Kind )

/?CD

e e e N
5

The expression “politically correct” is often used in the media to %i
mean “silly over-reaction.” For example, it could be argued that the %;
African people who object to the way African children are represented ég
in the old children’s story “Little Black Sambo™ are taking the book é;

for children too seriously. Or, the female newscaster, who complained s g
that she was fired because of a perception that she had become too fat,
might be accused of being “too” politically correct. ég

One strange thing about the term “politically correct” is that although i
it is sometimes used to label certain people, no one ever seems to admit
that they themselves believe in the philosophy of political correctness. 10

The term is exclusively used in a negative sense and is often used as a
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Another problem is that a blanket condemnation of all attempts to
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means of avoiding serious debate about a particular issue. {
|
be more sensitive to the feelings of others by calling all such attempts E
{
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“political correctness” risks grouping genuine problems with seemingly 1s
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